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SENATOR GORMAN is going to visit the
grave of his grandfather in Ireland. Is
this meant as a counter-play to Roosevelt's
wote-corralling tour over the West?

ITALY stili continues in the hinterland
of education., The last census shows that
from 85 to 90 per cent. of the people in
the south of Italy can neither read mor
write,

CouLb anything be more ridiculons than
the talk of a republic for Servia, a coun-
try where when they want to change the
administration they resort to cold-blooded
god brutal murder?

Tue sherif of Kings County, N. Y.,
s named Melody, but his bars are of iron.
his time 20 days or more, his keys of the
Yale variety, and when he strings up it is
for a dead march.

Tue first act of the Servian Skuptsh-
fna was to pass a resolution of thanks
to the men who brutally muordered the
King and Queen. Think of the sugges-
gion of a Republic for such a people!

IT 1s no little gratification that no vet-
eran has been touched by any exposures
fin the Post Office Department. All the
men implicated are civilians, who have
been quite sure that the “old sdidier busi-
pess was played out”

AN FEXCELLEST proposition has beea
made that the labor Unions use their
gtrike funds to buy stock in the establizh-
ments for which they work. In this way,
even if they don’t get a controlling inter-
est, they will have at least a voice in the
management.

THE Annunl Encampment of the De-
partment of Kansas adopted strong resolu-
tions calling for more liberality in the ad-
ministration of the pension laws, and that
*411 technical, medical sophistries nnd per-
wersions to prevent the allowances of
plaims be stopped.”

Fraxce bas mow considered a novel
Income tax to take the place of the pres-
ent door and window tax. It will be ler-|
fed upon ench man “according to his po-
Eition in society, and the outward signs
of his prosperity.” If such a thing were
iried in this country what a howi it would
raise. The most of the tax would be paid
by a few very vain men and women;
while our rich men would go in rags and
ride in the street cars,

A HEAVY responsibility rested upon
Maj. W. H. Gibbes, who died Juna 12
gt his home ir Columbia, B. C. It is
claimed for him that he fired the first
ghot at Fort Sumter. He was then a
gunner in Capt. George James's com-
pany, to whom Beauregard sent the or-
der to open fire on Maj. Anderson. Presi-
dent Cleveland recognized his historienl
walue, and appointed him Postmaster of
Columbia.

TrE Colombian Republic has received
the first touch of President Roosevelt's
etrenuonsity. The Government of that
Republic has been distivetly informed that
no more than the original price agreed
upon, $10,000,000, will be pald, and that
the President does not think it is at lib-
erty to reject the treaty, thus putting a
new phase upon the matter, and one that
must give the Colombians pause. They
will naturally inquire what we are going
to do about it, and the result of the in-
quiry cannot help being that when the
United States sets about doing anything
fit is pretty sure to find some way of ac-
complishing its purpcse. Let them pray-
erfully consider this fact a while, and it
will probably result in a change of heart.

We TAKE special pleasure in announc-
ng the election of Comrade A. 'W. Smith,
of Groveland, Kan., as Commander of the
Department of Kansas. It is a choice
that will be of the greatest benefit to the
Department. Comrade Smith, who served
through the war in the 19th U. 8., and
was a prisoner at Andersonville, has long
been one of the most prominent men in
Eansas. He represented MePherson
County in the Kansas Legislature as long
es he wonld consent to serve, and wis for
eeveral years Spenker of the House. He
has always been very popular and was a
candidate for Governor, but went down
under the Populistic wave. He is a big
mean, mentally and physically, with &
eplendid war record and is an enthusinstic
cvmrade,

Massacuvserts leads all other States
in her care for her veterans. She bhas
been more libernl than any other in her
allowances, and has one of the finest
bomes in the world at Chelsea. She re-
cently authorized the awarding of hand-
some bronze medals to all those who re-
sponded to President Lincoln's first call
for troops, and a great deal of trouble has
been taken by the Adjutant-General to
find cut those wen or their heirs and see
that they got the medal Each medal has
the recipient’s name and regiment and
date of service engraved upon the edge.
Last week one was shipped to Peru,
where a Massachusetts veteran had taken
up bis home. There are still 2,535 that
await a claimant. The State has laws
exempting disabled veterans from taxa-
tion, and s veteran may obtain a pedier's
license for the asking. The State has
fitted up headquarters for the G. A. R.
pn Bsacon Hill, and G. A. . Posta do
mot huve to pay taxes on their property.

DEATH OF GEN. McCOOKE.

Another one of the fast-diminishing lit-
tle group of Corps Commanders has died.
Gen. Alexander McDowell McCook, U.
8. Army, retired, expired from a third
stroke of paralysis at the home of his
danghiter at Dayton, Ohio, June 12. He
was born in Columbiana Co., 0., in 1831,
of a family witch furnished more notable
fizhting men to the army of the Union
than any other in the country. The an-
cestor of the family was George Me-
Cook, a Scotch-Irishman, who became in-
volved in the Rebellion of 1798, and fled
to the United States. His son Dauiel,
born in 1708, was 63 years of age when
the war broke out, but he offered his ser-
vices to the Government, received a com-
mission as Major, and was killed in one
of the fights of the Morgan Raid.

His other sons were Latimer A.,
George: W,, John James (n Naval Cadet
who died in 1842), Robert Latimer,
Daniel, jr., Edwin 8., Charles M., and
John James, who was born about two
months after the death of his brother of
the same name. Alexander MeDowell
was the fifth son. This was the “tribe of
Dan." John MeCook, the brother of
Daniel, had five sons, all of whom enter-
ed the Union army: Edwin M., Anson G.,
Henry C., Rhoderick 8., and John James,
making all together 16 MeCooks who
served the Government.

Gen, Alexander MeD. MeCook gradu-
ated from West Point in 1852, No. 30 in
a class of which Thomas Lincoln Casey
was the head, and Gens. Slocum, Stanley,
Haseall, Hartsuff, Chas. R. Woods, A.
V. Kautz, Geo. Crook and J. P. Hawkins
were members. ITe was commissioned in
the 3d TU. S, saw a good deal of service
agninst the Western Indians, and had
risen to the rank of First Lieutenant at
the outbrenk of the war. He was one of
the few Regnlar officers allowed at that
time to accept volunteer commnissions,
and was put by the Governor of Ohio in
command of the 1st Ohio, with which he
was engaged at Vienna, Va., and Bull
Run. He was appointed Brigadier-Gen-
eral of Volunteers Sept. 3, 1861, and com-
manded a division in the Army of the
Ohio in the movement on Nashville and
at Shiloh and the advance upon Corinth.
receiving a brevet of Colonel in the Regu-
lar Army for Shiloh. He was commis-
sioned Major-General of Volunteers July
17, 1862, und placed in command of the
First Corps, Army of the Ohio, with
which he fought the battle of Perryville.
At that time there was much dissatisfae-
tion with Gen. Buell's operations, and
young McCook was thought to be the
most likely to sacceed him.

Upon the reorganization of the Army
of the Ohio as the Army of the Cumber-
land by Gen. Rosecrans, McCook was
placed in command of the “Right Wing
of the Fourteenth Corps,” and as such
fonght in the bhattle of Stone River,
where he did not give satisfaction, as it
was complained that he had not exer-
cised proper vigilanee and allowed him-
self to be attacked unawares on that
bloody Dec. 31, 1862, He was continned
in command when the designation of his
troops was changed to the Twentieth
Corps, and led it in the advance on Tulla-
homa and in the battle of Chickamaugn.
Again the authoritics were dissatisfied
with his management of his command,
and upon the reorgnnization of the army
under Gen. Thomas his and Crittenden's
Corps were consolidated inte the Fourth
Corps sind he and Crittenden relieved. He
was briefly employed in command of
troops at the time of the Early raid, and
in February, 1865, was assigned to the
command of the District of Eastern
Arkansas, He resigned as Major-Gen-
eral of Volunteers, Oct. 21, 1865, and
was commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel of
the 26th 1. 8. in 1867. From 1875 to
Dec. 15, 1880, he served as Colonel on
the Staff of Gen. W. T. Sherman, then
beeame Colonel of the 6th U. 8., and com-
mnnded the Army School at Fort Leaven-
worth, Kan.; was promoted to Brigadier-
General in 1890, to Major-General in
1894, and was retired for sge April 22,
1895. He represented the United States
at the Coronation of the Czar of Russia in
1896, and was a member of the Commis-
sion appointed by President McKinley to
investizate the War Department during
the war with Spain. He received brevets
for Bull Run, Nashville, Shiloh, Perry-
ville, and for gallant and meritorious ser-
vices during the war.

The remains were interred at Spring
Grove Cemetery, Cincinnati, where the
other members of the McCook family are
buried.

RESTRICTION OF LEGAL ASBISTANCE.
We have received the following from the

Chairman of the Senate Committee on
Pensions:

Eprron NaTiosarn Trrevse: My at-
tention has been called to » recent lengthy
article in your paper, which severely ecriti-
cived Congress for legislating so as to pre-
vent old soldiers from employing and pay-
ing for assistanes in prosecuting their pen-
gsion claims. A lengthy interview with
Commissioner Ware was made a part of
the article, from which the following is an
extract:

“There is another phase of it as applied
to the Government. Being prohibited from
obtaining assisitance under certain bene-
ficin! luws and paying for it. a very great
number of old soldiers make their own
applications, or through unprofessiona)
friends whom from time to time they in-
dnee to write letters. This throws into
the hopper nt Washingion in the Pension
Burean n great quantity of informal, poor-
Iy-arranged and irrelevant stuff. This all
has te be ironed ont and got into ghape
through repeated and almost everlasting
eorrespondence carried on by higli-priced
clerks at great expense to the Government,
through months and years. The work is
arduons, diticult and exasperating to the
old soldier to whom long letters explana-
tory of facts and explanatary of law have
to be written, which are in a moltitude or
cases entirely misunderstood or miseon-
strued: and claims for pension run along
until bath clerks and applieants are wear-
ied, and often without results,

“This piles up work on Special Exam-
iners and the result ls that the Govern.
ment, by depriving the soldier of nssist-
ance and preventing the soldier from pay-
ing for good profesgional gervice and nd-
viee in pushing the claim, pays consider-
able more and does the work largely itself,
and justice is often delayed and sometimes
defeated by the tiring out of the applicants
and the loss of evidence,

“Good, effective, speedy, professional
work from good and competent attorneys
cannot be had unless the work is paid for,
and it would look as If it was perfectly
fair to the peusioner to let bim hire and
pay for the work and get it done soon, in-
stead of letting the Government pay the
bills and drag it along for years.,”

Will you, Mr. Editor, be good enough.
or will Commissioner Ware be good
enough, to point out the law that prevents
soldiers from employing atrorneys in “the

rosecution of penson claims, thus delny-

the adjudication of elaims, and piling
up work unnecessarily In the Bureau of
sions. I know of no such law, and will
be gratified to bave it called to my atten-
tion, if any snch law exists. It strikes
me that the Commisioner of Pensions has
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made a that has escaped ihe at-
tention of everybody else but himself.
Respectiully yours,
W. H. GALLINGER,
Concord, N. H.

The aitention of Senator Gallinger is
called to the following acts in which
agents and attorneys are not allowed to re-
ceive fees or compensation,

1. Act of March 3, 1901—amending Sec-
tion 4708 Revised Statutes in relativm to
pensions to remarried widows.

2. Act of Feb. 28, 1903—amending the

act of March 3, 1901. (Public No. 124)
3. Section 4711 Revised Statutes and
the act of Jan. 25, 187D, grauting arreara
of peasion.
4. Act of Maich 19, 18*6—granting in-
crease to widows and dependent relatives.
O. Act of Aug. 5, 1802—granting pen-
sion to Army Nurses,

THE ENID IMPOSTOR.
This is the “silly Summer season,” and
almost any old story will go, which must
account for the extraordinary attention
given to the alleged death-bed confession
of the Enid (Okla,) suicide that he was
really John Wilkes Booth, the murdercer
of Abruham Lincoln. Why any man
should be so morbid as to erave such no-
toriety passes the comprehension, except
that all things are possible to diseased
minds.  As o matter of fact, no chain in
any criminal case is much better connected
than that leading from Wilkes Booth's
erime to his final interment in Greenmount
Cemetery, Baltimore, Immediately after
sheoting the Pres’dent and breaking one
of the Lones of his lez by his leap to the
stage, Booth galloped for 30 miles inta
Maryland, stopping on the way at Sur-
rattsville, for the ecarbines and whsky left
there for him. He then went on toward
Bryantown, Md., where he secured the
services of Dr. Samuel A, Modd, who
dressed his hurt rather elomsily, and set
the bone with an iusufficient splint.  For
seven days he was kept concealed in the
neighborhood, until the porspit after Lim
rrew too hot, when he and Herold made
their way across the Potomac and to Fort
Conway, on the Rappahannock, where
they were ferried across to Port Roxal.
Three miles further they stopped at the
farm of Richard Henry Garrett, who put
them in his tobacco honse, a hundred
yards or so from his residence. On the
way they had fallen in with three oflicers
of Moshy's command, who were going
home, but who parted with them at Gar-
rett’s farm. Boothe and Herold had been
revealing who they were to the people
of the country throngh which they passed.
One of the Mosby men, Cuapt. Jett, went
on to Bowling Green to see the daughter
of Mr. Garland, whom he was conrting.
Twenty-six men of the 16th N, Y, Cav,,
under the command of E. F. Donherty,
and led by Col. Conger, of Ohio, and Lient.
Baker, went on the trafl of the fugitives,
passed by them at the Guarrett farm, went
on to Bowling Green, roused Capt. Jett
out of bed and terribly frightened him,
when he agreed to pliot them back to
where Booth and Herold were. After a
13-mile ride they reached Qarret farm at
2 o'clock in the marning of April 20,
waked up Mr. Garrett, who at first de-
nied sll knowledge of the presence of the
criminals, but, urged by his son, revealed
that they were sleeping in the tobaeco
house, which was immediately swrronnded
on three sides by the soldiers, and Booth
hailed. An excited dinlogue took place
between him and Col. Conger and Lieut.
Baker, the officers demanding his surren-
der, and Booth wanting them to draw off
their men and give him a fair fight. They
told him they had not come to fight him,
but to take him, which they proposed to
do. Herold surrendersd and came ont,
leaving the arms with Bootl, who refuosed
to sarrender. Then Col. Conger made a
rope of hay, lighted it and threw it inte
the tobacco house, which contained some
fodder and hay, lying on top of some fur-
niture. The flames shot up and revealed
Booth leaning on his cruteh with his ear-
bine raised, wherenpon Boston Corbett shot
him with his revolver, the bullet taking
effect in the spinal cord, somewhat lower
down than where he shot the President.
After lingering two hours and a half,
Booth died. The body was brought to
Washington, placed on the monitor Mon-
tauk, and there visited by a number of
Booth's acquaintances, who identified the

body. It was algo identified by Dr. J. F.
May, a physician of Washington, who two
years before had removed u tumor from
Booth'’s neck. He at once looked for the
sear on the corpse, and found it without
difticulty. Booth's name was also found
pricked in Indin ink on his arm. ‘The
clothing eontained Booth's diary, in which
he explained why he had killed the Prosi-
dent, and a number of personal trinkets
which his friends recognized. All this
made a chain of evidence which would be
deemed suficient in any court in Christen-
dom. The body was interred secretly
to foil relic Junters and morbid-minded
men, in the old penitentiary in the Arsenal
grounds, but in 1869, by order of Presi-

Edwin Booth, who had it interred in the
family lot in Greenmount Cemetery, in
Baltimore. Therefore, if there is any ba-
sis for the Enid sunicide's confession, hu-
mar testimony must be very weak and
unreliable,

OxE of the good comrades who Inbored
hard and well to put the G. A. R. upon
its magnificent footing has passed away.
GGen. Isane 8. Bangs died at his home, in
Waterville, Me.,, May 31, He was born
in Maine in 1831, and entered the serviee
as Captain of the 20th Me., in which he
served until promoted to Licutenant-
Colonel of the 8lst TU. 8. C. T. 1le was
later promoted to Colonel of the 10th U.
8. H. A, colored, and was breveted Briga-
dier-General. He was a charter member
of Post 14, Waterville, Me., held a num-
ber of positions in the G. A. ., was clect-
ed Depariment Commander of Maine, and
in 1883 Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief,
He worked hard and long to Luild up the
Sons of Veterans,

e

THE newspaper men who went to St
Louis to the dedication ceremonies express
the greatest fears of that city being un-
able to handle the immense crowds
which will certainly go to the Exnosition
in case the present prosperity continues.
St. Louis has nothing like the hotel facili-
ties that Chieago has, and it will be re-
membered that these were taxed to their
utmost to provide for the crowds which
visited that Exposition. It does not ap-
pear that 8t. Lonis is making any consid-
ernble effort to Increase her hotel facilitjes,
Then the grounds, which are seven miles
from the center of 8t. Louls, are at

present very poorly supplied with rail-
roads, and it does not appear that any suf-
ficient extension of the railroad system
has been contemplated. It will be remem-
bered that the Chicngoe grounds were
placed convenient to a most astonishing
net-work of steam, elevated, and gtreet

railronds, and wonderfully capahble as this
system was it had all that it could do to
handle the crowds. There does not seem
now any way that St. Louis could provide
more than a tithe of the railrond facilities
to the crowds that Chicago had.

dent Andrew Johnson, was delivered to|™

and the

to Preparations.

“Oh, yeslioh, ves!" shouted Corp’l
Yawman, nextrmorning as Co. Q was fin-
ishing breakfast. *“All the qualified vot-
ers of this bhere school district, except
those detailed for guard and fatigue duoty,
are hereby notified to assemble at onee in
a mass meeting under that big live-oak
on the other gide of the parade ground.
Business of great importance.”

“What is gnawing at you now, Yaw-
man?" growled Sim Dickinsheets, “Hain't
got half ‘nongh money to buy that ring, I
s'pose, Never expected you'd have. Fools
and their money soon parted, but not as
soon ns that.  Going to muake another
hanl, are you?”

“Nope; the ring's all right,” answered

‘oo. Q Selects'a Place for the Wedding, and
M

Si Klegq,
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Yawman cheerily disregurding  Sia's
snarling. “It's safe in the inside pocket
of the Hon. Henry Joslyn, Ureasurer ol
the Committee. Got mouey ‘nough to buy |
two such rings., Comimittee reports grenat
progress in that matter.  Another hen on
now." i

“Whnt is it, anyhow., Yawman?"
shouted the boys as taey eagerly gather-
ed at the rendezvous. :

Yawman's fertility in supplying them
with diversious wus bonpdless, amd they
had a weleome ready lor any suggesiion
of his.

“You will find out after the meeting
comes to order,” replicd Yawman, tking
up his position ynder the kindly shade of
the spreading live-oak, “The Hon, Mont-
gomery Seruggs, of Moop-hole Townsiip,
will preside.  Get up on that ment bar-
rel, Monty, quick, and take iy bayonet
for n gavel. Now state the obyect of the
meeting, and do it in ene time and theee
motions, for we must get to work.”

“The meeting will come to order,”
shouted Monty, pounding on the barrel
with the bayomet. *““The calling of the
roll and the reading of the minutes of the
preceding  mieeting  will be  dispensed
with,”

L object,” shouted Sim.

“Shut up, there, Sim,” ordered Yaw-
man.

*“This is & meeting of free men, where
every man has a right to speak his mind,
I understand.,”

“Shut np, all the same, I say. We
haven't time to monkey with yon.”

Tl oh,im-u'nna are overruled,” decided
Monty. *The object of this meeting is
to consider a proper place in which to
hold the wedding of our friends. There
is mo church in the town big enoungh to
hold a tenth of those who are anzious to
attend, The Chairman of the Committee
on  Public Buildings and Grounds will
now report.”

“The Committee was constituted,” he-
gan Yawmian in his most impressive of-
ficial manner,

“I object to the word ‘constituted,”
shouted Sim Dickinsheets, *“Thers’'s ab-
solntely nothilng constitutionnl about this
binsted abol®ion crusade. It's all in vio-
lation of thetUConstitution, and any refer-
ence to it is.'an insult to any thinking
man."”

“Say, Sim, wou make me tired," said
Yawman. “fThere goes sick call. You
remember youw got u[? guard by telling the
Orderly thatiyon was sick and wanted to
zo to the Surgeon at sick call. Run along,
now,” 4% :

“He only' done that from force of
habit. He ‘wmnts to go up every time he
hears sick eall,”” growled Sam Plopper,
who was eveha wore inveterate growler
than Dickinsheets, but different from him
in being alwags ready for duty, and un-
sparing on sl svho were not. “He ain't
no more sick, than I am.”

“I'll' wollopithe head off you," shouted
Dickinshestss who had been the village
b at.. h , and who was nalways
ready for fisticuffs with the members of
the companyj thonzh markedly nidverse
to standing guard or fulling inte line of
battle. “I felt so bad when I got up this
morning that I eould searcely drag one
foot after another. 1 will lick you if you
say ngain that [ am oot sick.”

Plopper, who was much the smaller,
squared up to him plockily, but Yawman,
not wannting the business of the meeting
interfered with, separated the two com-
batants, jammed Dickinsheets down on a
log that served for a beuch, and then re-
sumed his report.

“The Committee wus constituted to
consult with the parties to the marriage
as to where it should be held, and to prop-
erly decorate the church, but no church
rould be found which would accommodate
even a fraction of those who desired to
attend, and the Committee has desired to
have this meeting called that it might
present a plan to them to meet this ob-
jection.™

“Hear!
applanding.

“Near here Is a fine grove where the
branches of the trees meet in an arch
overhead, anl if it's properly fitted up it
will make the best place in the world for
the wedding. We ecan put there a stand
for the preacher and trim it up with
flowers anl flags in a way that will make
it a regulnr bower of heauty, which can't
belp pleasing everybody. It is going to
take a great deal of work to fit this place
up, though, and if this meeting adopts the
plan everybody’s got to pull off their coats
and to work with n will.”

“Now, friends and fellow-citizens, you
have heard the Committee's report, and
you know what is before you,” announced
Monty.

“AMr. Chairman, T move the adoption
of the Committee's report,” said Yaw-

Hear!" shouted the company,

an.

“All those In favor of the adoption of
the Committee’s report will signify by
saying aye,” said Monty.

The company roared out a volley of ai-
firmatives.

“The contrary minded will say no,” an-
nounced Monty.

“No,”” shouted out Bim Dickinsheets.
“Weddings is no picnics, I believe il's
contrary to the laws of Indiana to hold
weddings out of doors, and I object.”

“The ayes have it, and it is so order-
od,” deeided Monty.

“Now, boys, break for your tents, put
on your fatigue clothes, and meet me
down there at those oaks,” said Yawman.
“I will show you what's to do, and after
I have relieved the old guard I'll be with
you and help. Everybody pitch in.”

The place-to which they all rushed at
Yawman's siggestion was where the long
branches of ithe 100-armed live-onks,
which had been vigorous growths when
(Columbus setisail, met high above the
ground in the lofty arch of m perfect
natural cathedral. It was an architec-
ture far surpabsing the proundest of hu-
man hands—that of the wonderful forces
of vegetnble® life, patiently working
throngh thei ¢enturies toward imposing
symmetry. No haste, no hurry. A thou-
sand years wese as a day in the tircless,
endless addiug of atom to atom, in sinuous
curves and giacefnl volutes. The giant
holes of the strees wore symmetric col-
nmns, truer proportioned and lined than
ever by Dorje scnlptor’s chisel.

The live-oaks' luxnriant wth of ob-
Inng, evergregn  shining leaves, hoary
gzray on the under side, made a groined
eceiling, rising high into dim religions
twilight, impenetrable to the sunlight—
almost so to the rain. From lower limbs
flonted spectrnl webs of Spanish moss,
Inoking like ﬁhouu of battle-flags, hung
up in trinmph in an abbey, ages agone,
by warriors w very battles had been
forgotten. Or they were vapor-clouds
from incense buruned in that venerable
temple on altars which had been over-
thrown when the world's centuries were
few. Dim aisles led off between the col-
umned trees to mysterious chancels and
unknown cloisters, The foot fell upon a

Spring-time upon & bed of leaves
drifting down thither for Immemorial
S’e:ll'f. and into thI: great, fllﬂ 1i

vault came through ev e between
the trees zephyrs hdenm

carpet of thick-growing violets, in lush | th

e

grandest I ever saw,” exclaimed Monty
Seroggs, looking up in awe to the white
leafy ceiling. *“Big enough to hold the
whole regiment, and finer than anything
ever mnde with hands., ILet me see.
What was that I used to recite at
S0
“The groves were God's first temples
Ere man learned
lay the archi-

To hew the shaft and
trave™

“Come, Monty, cheese that. No time
for sponting now,” roonghly interrupted
Corp’l Yawman “We all like to hear it
when we hain't nothin® else to do Bat
now we must work.”

“Work? Is=n't this good enough?” in-
quired Monty. *“This is the Lord's own
work. How can we improve it?”’

Monty was the least inclined to mannal
lnbor of any man in the company, and
much disposed to getting ont of his share
with some glib phrase for an excnse,

“Improve on it? Well, T should smile,
The Lord only gives a man a good start
in anything. He must do the rest him-
& Here, some of yon hoys start into

find.  Don’t
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jump-ups more'n you can help. We want
em to look as bright and fresh as pos-
sible. Some of you start out and gather
all the flowers and posies you can. We'll
muke this the front end of the church,
and put up a big arch of flowers. Then
we'll fix up right about where that big
log lays for the other end of the church.
Sum Plopper, you go down to headquar-
ters, nmd see if you ean't get hold of a
big garrison flag to hang up back there.
Get all the flags you can. Piteh in, live-
ly, hoys, for we've n power of work to
do, but we'll moke this place an aston-
isher to the res: of the brigade. The
200th Injianny's never run down at the
heel on anything that it undertook, and
it's too late to begin now. I've got to
go to guard meunt now, but I'll be back
as soon as it's over.”

“l object to the whole business,”
shouted Sim Dickinsheets. “Nobody's got
a license from the General Conference to
start a church, and it's all ont of vrder
to play at anything sacred. I”

“Come, Sim,” said the Orderly-Ser-
geant, coming up. “What are you doing
here? I thought you were dead anxious
to go to sick call. Didn’t you hear siek
call blow just now?"

“0, bother sick call,” answered Sim,
pulling off his coat. “I'm going to help
the boys here.”

Sim Dickinsheets was not alone, for all
those who hud been marched uB to the
hospital tent suddenly decided that they
had more interest in what Co. Q was do-
ing than the Surgeon’s prescriptions, and
bolted away, one of them jerking away
while the doctor was still looking at his
tongue and feeling his pulse.

The whole regiment was soon on the
ground, and Iater all of the brignde. who
were not on gunard or in the guard-house.
Everybody was eager to do something,
and every one had some good suggestion
as to beautifying the place and making it
look more church-like. The only available
Chaplain was the young Episcopalian
minister recently commissioned to the
IKankakees, The Deacon and Mrs, Klegg
had wineed at this, but Maria's sadden-
ing face, ns they pr ed with their
anxions disenssion, overcame the Deacon,
and he decided:

“Well, Mother, [ never did expect to
have anything to do with the Episcopal-
inns. They're entirely too near the Pope
of Rome for me to have the slightest
liking for them, but if Abraham Lincoln
thinks this man is a good enowgh Chris-
tinn to send down to preach to and bap-
tize and bury our soldiers, he ought to be
good enough to marry our daughter. I
don’t see, though, what's become of all
;I:l.e Baptists who started ont as Chap-
ning."’

*“The Baptist Herald had a liet of them
that 'd been killed while trying to take
care of the wounded, Father, and lots
more who'd died in hospital. 1 guess
they've all been doing their duty quite as
well as other peaple,” said Mrs. Klegg,
rushing to the defense of her Church.

“Ir T thought they hadn’t I'd take away
my subscription to that Baptist College
nt once, Gen. MeGillicuddy said that
under his commission he had authority
to perform the marrioge ceremony, and
tllms_it we wanted him he'd be only too
glad.”

“No,” decided Mrs. Klegg, Marin and
Annabel in the same instant. *“That'd he
too much like being married by a Justice
of the peace. It'd be legal but not re-
spectable.”

“It's settled, then, that we tnke the
Episcopalian preacher, with his robes, and
his book, and his risin” and falling’,” said
the Deacon, rather ruefully. “Well, this
is war-time, and we've got to stand lots
of things that don't snit us. I guess I'll
go nnd helg the boys fix up.”

Si and Shorty had now gotten well
enough to lenve their heds at times, and
totter about a few steps, with the assis-
tance of canes, or the strong arms of
Maria and Aonabel. In the middle of the
dany the girls helped them outside, where
they sat for a little longer time each day
in the big hickory rocking chairs, .looked
over the active scenes In town and the
camps, and felt themselves once more
part of the great world and the army.

were moments of rarest happi-
ness to both the boys. It seemed as if
they had never before seen or appreciated
the beauty and worth of the priceless
treasures which Fate had bestowed upon

em.
“You're an awful sight portler than
you used to be Annalel, aint you?" 8i

ke | asked, after a quarter of an hour’s close

elusive fragranes of the “Why, la " answered the blush-

sensuous, o hmunut.halngdri 'g?m&u;unpro&ul

opening : used to be. Of course not. I'm an old
Why, is @ chorch itself—the 'married woman, now, a

old. Just think how we've bin mar-

ried. Beems ow long has it
actually bin, Si!"
“0, not a year yet. Ie' see, that was

in October, just before Sherman started
on his march to the sea. October, Ne-

March—only a little over six months. And
you're ten times purtier now thaa you
was then.”

“Law, Bi, how can you say such a fool-
ish thing?" she blushed, nestling closer
to him.

“Becanse if you'd bin as purty
sweet as you're mow I never could ‘ve
gone away from you, no matter how mach
Col. Metzillienddy might *ve ordered. I'm
afrnid I'd 've deserted on the spot.”

“No. 8i, I'd never let you do such an
awful thing, nor wonld your wmother and
father. Bat I'm wmighty glad you think
I'm nicer than when you married me.
was afraid I was Jooking all fagged out
and run down."

Si's reply was te tighten his arm
around ber waist.

Just as deep and rich was the peace
and content of the other two.

“Marin,” suid Shorty, lifting up a Jock
of the fine, sun-tinted bair with a tender
diffidence as if it were a hutterfly’s wing
that his rough fingers might rend, *‘pinch
me, stick a pin into me. Do something
to make me believe I'm really alive anid
awake., That is, if I'm really alive and
awnke.”

“What's the matter now, Will?" asked
Maria, smoothing back behind her ear the
rehellions lock that Shorty had been toy-

picking.up every stick and knot yon raninnxinusly around.
tramp over them johnny-

and specchless study of the sweet girl|the
with the soft, his side.
jasmin, and the e

ing with. *“Feeling creepy? Mebbe
you're in a draft.” And she looked

“No: I just can’t make myself believe

‘11°s SETTLED, THEN, THAT WE TAEE THE EPISCOPALIAN PREACHER, WITH HIE ROBES,
AXD His BOOK, AND }MIS RISIN' AND FALLIN',” SAID THE DEACON RUEFULLY,

it's all real and so. The flowers seem too
sweet, the sun too bright, and you too
hnudsﬂme to be actually so for this
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“Well, T can tell you that the sun is
brighter than I ever knew it, and the
flowers are much prettier, and smell
sweeter. No doubt of that. As for me,
I feel a regular fright, with this old ealico,
all sunburned, and freckleder than a
guinea's egg. I wonder that you can care
for me at all, looking so like n witch.”
“Stop that. I won't let even you run
yourself down. I didn't snppose that ap
girl, this side of heaven, could be as ha
some as you are this minute. And, some-
how, I can't make it seem really real that
you're setting here by me, me holding your
hand, an' that you are going to marry
me. I'm afraid all the time I'll wake up,
and swear nt myself for being such an

impodent idiot to even dream such
things.”
“No, dear. Yom aint dreaminz at all

It is all really s0, and 'm to be your wife
forever and evermore, as sure as the sun
rises to-morrow. Now, come, let me help
you in, denr. You've staid out here as
long as it's prudent, and I want to be sure
that you'll be able to go with me to the
church the boys are fixing up for the
—the—wedding.” Maria blushed and her
tongue got tripped over the hold utter-
ance of the sacred word. “I wish you
could see it, Will, its just beautiful. An-
nabel and I went out with mother to look
at the ‘Cathedral,’ as the boys have
named it. They wouldn't let me siay as
long as I wanted to, but I saw enough
to koow that nothing grander ever was
buiit by hands."

“And you aint sorry that we're going
to be married this way, so far from your
home and friends? It don’t seem right
for a girl like ,\"uu to have things so rough
and tumble. You're sure you won't be
sorry 7"

Shorty's dim eyes looked pleadingly up
in the blue ones bent upon him as Maria
stood by his side, her hand resting on his
thin shonlder, her face full of tender con-
cern for the man she loved devotedly, The
hig soldier was as a baby in strength, and
as he realized his weakness and helpless-
ness, it seemed to him that the strong,
healthful nature of the sweet woman
whom he loved as life itself must revolt
at tying herself for life to such a bulk
as he was.

Maria put her strong white hands un-
der Shorty's arms and lifted him gently
to his feet, when, stooped as he was, he
towered above her. *“There, Will,” she
said with a loving pat of the bony hands
on the cane he leaned upon, “I am look-
ing up at you now, and 1 always shall.
If I am ever sorry, you will have to do
something to make me so. If you was
well and strong. I'd be the happiest wom-
an on earth. Never ask me a question
like that again, Will. T love yon; aint
that enongh? Now, come!” and imperi-
ously, Maria led him inte the hospital

Harry Joslyn was fully as eager as the
rest to do something especially noteworhty
toward the wedding. He had read thet
orange-blossoms were highly prized for
the bride, and he determined to get some
for Maria. He had been told at Savan-
nah that the orange bloomed all ths vear
around, and though is was farther
north, he had hopes that he would find
some of the wild oranges which grew in
profusion about the town greeting the
Spring with their bloom. e set out re-
solved to have some if they were to be
found anywhere.

He forgot when he started ont that he
was carrying the precious dinmond ring,
purchased with his comrades’ moner. Nor
did he notice that he was being watched
and followed by three or four of the riff-
raff from around the division tiain. 'The
«tory of what Co. Q had done had spread
through the camp, and many kuew that
the valnable ring was in Marry’s posses-
sion. One blossoming thicket after an-
other allured him on. until. before he
knew it, he was a conple of miles from
camp, and quite a distance from any of
the usually traveled roads.

Then he noticed ihe men coming in dif-
ferent directions over the rise behind
him, all seeming to trend townard him.
wondered what they were ount for, and
then remembered the ring. and abused
himself for.not having left it with AIf or
Monty. But right ahead of him was a
clump of sure-enough wild oranges, in full
bud, with a few blossoms beginning to
open. He rushed at them, and was just

up when he beard a erackling
of the bushes near by. and turni saw
camp-follo

vember, December, January, February, | the

“(iive up that ring at once, young
ler, withont no trouble, and we won't hurt
yon," said the leader.

“I haven't got the ring™
striking at the leader wi
he snatched up. *“Clear ont of here, and
let me nlone, or I'll break your heads,
you thieving mule-skinners.”

His blow was dodged, and before he
could strike again bis arm was caught by
one of them who had, as he expressed it,
“outflanked” him.

He was thrown to the ground, and the
ruffians began tearing off his clothes, in
frantic search for the ring.

(To be continued.)

BERVIA.

Servia, the scene of the Tecent violent
change of Government, which reminds us
of the barbarous times of the Dark Ages,
is one of the little eountries which for
centuries were gronped under the name
of “the Danubian Principalities.” Itis s
mountainons country, stretching for
abont 140 miles from Hungary along the
Danube, and has an area of 18,754 square
miles, almost exactly that of Vermont
and New Hampshire combined, or half
that of Indiana. The population in 1894
was 2,256,084, or about 118 to the square
mile.

These are almost wholly engaged in a
rude, primitive system of agriculture,
their main product being hogs, which are
fattened on the acorns in the forests and
marketed in Hungary. They also raise
great numbers of cattle and sheep, and
export a considerable quantity of dried
plums, with some other fruits.

While the people are very backward
in their agriculture, they are still nearly
all land owners, each having a little piece
of ground, so that there are no paupers
and no asylums, As to race, they are
mainly Slavs, with a very ‘ew Germans,
Albanians, Turks and Jews among them.
Their principal town is Belgrade, the
capital. It bas 54,249 inhabitants.

In religion they are fanatical Greek
Catholics, and have an aversion to the
Roman Catholies only equalled by their
hatred for Mahometanism. They are part
of that wonderful Slavie immigration
which early in the Christinn era spread
over Eastern Europe, Inrgely by the
fecundity of the people rather than by
conquest. They became nominal Chris-
tions in the seventh century, accepting
the doctrines and church government of
Constantinople and giving more or less
political allegiance to the Government
there.

The Turks took the country in 1389, or
nearly 100 years before they captured
Constantinople, and for three centuries
ruled the country with a rod of iron,
murdering or driving out of the country
the principal families and taking off ev-
ery year the best young men to serve in
the janizaries. In 1804, under the leader-
ship of Karageorge, a rich hog-raiser, the
people rose and drove the Turks out of
their country and began a savage war, in
which they gained virtual independenes,
though this was not accomplished until
1829. The country was recognized as
part of the Turkish Empire with a
Prince at the head as Viceroy, though it
was allowed to manage its own intermal
affairs.

Then began struggles among them-
selves as to who should rul: the country.
Kearageorge had been driven out of the
country during the war and Milosh
Obrenorich, a swineherd, took chief com-
mand of the army and won eventual suc-
cess. When Karageorge came back to
the country Obrenovich, the ancestor of
the King who has been killed, had him
assassinated and declared himself ruler of
the country. Thus began the struggle be-
tween the Karageorge and the Obreno-
vich families which has disturbed the
country ever since, and last week re-
sulted in the elevation of the head of the
Karageorge family to the throne made
vacant by the assassination of the head of
the Obrenoviches.

The Obrenovich family has generally
been successful, though one or two mem-
bers of the Karageorge family have soe-
ceeded in reaching the throne. Every
few years has been marked by the assas-
sination of the leader of one faction or
the other, and these have been accome
panied by murders of minor leaders.

The greatest of the Obrenoviches was
Michael, who ascended to the throne in
1861, and gave the country the best ad-
ministration it had ever had until he was
assassinated by the partisans of the
Karageorge faction in 1868,

The Treaty of Berlin in 1878 made
Servia completely independent, and threw
her as a football into the conteation
umong those who were trying to gain the
control of Constantinople and the Turk-
ish Empire.

Alexander I, the King who was so
brutally murdered with his Queen last
week by the partisans of the Karageorge
faction, was the fifth of the Obrenovich
dynasty, and ascended the throne Mareh
6, 1880, upon the forced abdication of his
father, King Milan. whose worthlessness
and profligacy forced him from the
throne. Alexander was represented to
have been as vicious and corrupt as his
father, and the opposition to him was
greatly strengthened by his marriage in
August, 1900, with Mme. Draga Machin,
the widow of a Russian Colonel. She
made herself especially obnoxious by her
cruel persecution of those who had beea
her enemies and opposed her marriage.
She was also desperately eager to ad-
vance the fortunes of her family, which
seem to have not been regarded very high-
ly in Servia.

The assassination was accomplished
with a ruothless brutality such as the
world has hardly secn since the middle
ages, but the people of Servia have not
advanced for centuries and are living sub-
stantinlly as their forefauthers did 500
Fears ago.

Of course this is not the end. There is
hardly a doubt that it will not be long an-
til the Obrenovich faction guins suflicient
head to deal out to the Karageorge fac-
tion the same measure of brutal ven-
geance that has been visited upon them.

e ——— —— ——

Tug Department of Kansas in Anooal
Encampment assembled adopted a series
of resolutions reciting the faects in the
Hanback case, and earnestly requested his
reinstatement in the Pension Burean It
is asserted that his dismissal was a viola-
tion of the Civil Service laws, since he
was dismissed without notice and without
being given an opportunity to defend him-
self from mere flippant allegations and
the Senators and Representatives from

Kansas were requested to use all their
influence to sevure his reinstatement.




